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not relishing her removal, had raided the train and
carried her off. The mother was loud in her lamen-
tations, but they were of no avail; the marriage cer-
emony had been performed before daylight, and the
party were obliged to proceed without the damsel.

Nor was this the last trial of the kind that they
were subjected to. The removal of so many young
girls from the country produced a flutter which did
not subside until the party were well away from their
native State. A cousin suddenly joined them and
rode on in front by the side of the pioneer's eldest
daughter. Coming to a fork in the road, he drew
rein, and there gave the maiden her choice of going
on to a wilderness, or riding with him to Gretna
Green. The firmness of the girl, who preferred to
stand by her parents in their new home in the west,
withstood the lover's blandishments, and he was suf-
fered to ride away alone.

The party arrived at Redstone, now Brownville,
on the Ohio River, without further mishap or fem-
inine loss. Here they found a large flat-boat ready
for them (steam had not yet been introduced), which
had been bespoken the previous autumn.

Pushing out into the stream they commerioed a
slow descent with the current of La Belle Riviere,
with her bluffs, her bottoms of mammoth timber, and
islands, at that season clothed in flowers ; past Pitts-
burgh, past Rlennerhassett's Island with its weeping-
willows, Marietta, and other settlements. Cincinnati
was then a small village. When they came to Louis-
ville it was night, and, being unable to effect a land-
ing, were in terror lest they should be swept over the
falls and swamped. It was a long and anxious night,
during which each moment they drew nearer the